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Christmas Day, spent at sea, was one he would never forget.
At home the family was deep in holiday festivities. At sea, the
day started sunny and calm. But suddenly, without warning,
a squall blew up and steadily mounted to the fury of a hurri-
cane. Seas broke over the little ship, stove in part of the super-
structure, ripped off the port shutters, and washed overboard
everything movable on deck, including harness casks, deck
engines, and spare spars and lumber. There was nothing to do
but lighten the vessel. Henry and a Negro deck hand heaved
overboard bags of coal while "the sailing master hung on the
bridge shouting to us through the speaking trumpet and barely
able to make himself heard as he told us that the work we were
doing was for life or death/'S3
The lightening of the cargo saved the ship. By morning, when
the storm had abated, she was able to proceed. The shipboard
routine was resumed. A few items from a penciled list in the
writing of the storekeeper give an idea of his responsibilities:
Shubrick voyage. Clothes served out. Dec. 27,1857.
De Gamp—Suit oil clothes, Sou'wester.
Simmons—Monkey jacket
Wilson—Sou'wester, Guernsey
George—Oil jacket, 1 pair Socks
John Lee-Jacket & Sou'wester, 2 Shirts, 2 Shirts
2 Pr. Drawers, X doz. Socks, 1 pr. Boots.
Sylvester—Monkey jacket, Oil suit & Sou'wester.34
Six days after the storm the vessel reached the West Indies
and recoaled. On her journey down the coast of South America
the Shubrick stopped for five days at Rio de Janeiro. Henry had
a chance to wander along the rocks, catching crabs and toadfish,
and to paddle about in a canoe made of one solid piece of wood,
the counterpart of the one used by Robinson Crusoe. He visited
the city once but saw little of it, "as it was too infernally hot to
walk the narrow streets."S5
Out of this voyage came an experience which Henry George
set down eight years later in the Philadelphia Saturday Night,
a prosperous weekly newspaper owned by his friend Edmund
Wallazz. It was called "Dust to Dust," and in its way it is one of
the strangest of all the strange stories which have come from the
sea.
Yellow fever had broken out aboard the Shubrick soon after
the ship had left Rio. Several of the crew were stricken and all

